Tewksbury Town Hall Meeting
Survey Evaluation Summary

On March 28, 2006, a public meeting was held at the Tewksbury town hall at 7pm to discuss underage drinking in the community.  Tewksbury was one of 1,400 towns across the country that was awarded $1,000 to hold a Town Hall meeting in conjunction with the nation-wide campaign intended to promote awareness for the prevention of underage drinking.


Meeting moderator and Tewksbury CARES chairman Phil French kicked off the meeting with an introduction and overview of the meeting’s agenda.  The events began with a short video called “This Place,” that outlined the underage drinking problem.  Then panelists were asked general questions about their responses to the video and its connection to Tewksbury as a community.  Panelists included Community Health Specialist from the Northeast Center for Healthy Communities Tami Gouveia-Vigeant, Tewksbury Police Chief Al Donovan, substance abuse counselor and CARES member Dennis Sullivan, parents and CARES members Debbie D’Agostino and Doreen Willette, and Tewksbury High students Megan Luppi and Kaitlin McNeil.  The meeting was then opened up to the audience for a question and answer session.  At the conclusion of the meeting, the audience was asked to complete a survey evaluation in or to obtain feedback on the success of the event.
There were 56 evaluations completed and returned.  Almost half of the respondents were parents.  About 30% identified themselves as community members or youth, and about 20% identified themselves as affiliated with a school.  No members of law enforcement were present except for the panelist.  No one that completed an evaluation associated themselves with faith based organizations.

Nearly half of the attendees reported hearing about the event via word of mouth.  Approximately 25% heard about it by schools, invitations, and local newspaper.  Only 4% reported learning about the meeting from the website.


A majority (84%) of the audience considered underage drinking a big issue that needs to be addressed.  About 40% reported discussing the issue with their families.  Only one person reported current involvement in a community coalition.  The Tewksbury CARES members that were present did not complete the survey.
About 66% of the respondents reported learning about what is being done at the community to address underage drinking, while only 36 % reported learning about what is being done at the state level, and 14% for the federal level.  Approximately 2/5 of the audience claimed they learned effective ways to address the issue and get involved.

Reducing access to alcohol for minors was the most common strategy reported for addressing the issue (71%).  About 2/3 thought that school and community based prevention programs were important.  Over half felt it is important to teach parents how to talk to their children about staying alcohol-free.  Less than half felt that the most important strategies lay within law enforcement.


Only 23% expressed interest in joining local coalition efforts, but over 40% wanted to be kept informed of on-going efforts.  Over 2/3 of the attendees want to see more events like this one. Over 80% rated the event as good or excellent.
Evaluation break-down

Please describe yourself and/or your affiliation:
· Parent: 46.4%

· Community Member: 32.1%

· Youth: 30.4%

· School: 19.6%

· College: 10.7%

· Health Care: 5.4%

· Community Organization: 5.4%

· Other: 5.4%
· Town/City Government: 1.8% 

· Law Enforcement: 0%

· Media: 0%

· Faith Based Organization: 0%

· Store Owner: 0%

· Coalition Member: 0% (coalition members present did not fill out evaluations)
How did you learn about this event:
· Word of Mouth:46.4%

· School: 25%

· By Invitation: 25%

· Local Newspaper: 23.2%

· Other: 10.7%

· Local TV: 7.1%

· Local Website: 3.6%

· Local Agency or Provider: 1.8%

· Department of Public Health: 1.8%

· Local Radio: 0%

· Local Pennysaver: 0%

· Local Community Coalition: 0%

· Regional Center for Healthy Communities: 0%

· Town or City Government: 0%

Why did the topic of underage drinking prevention draw your attention?
· I think it’s a big issue and we need to address it: 83.9%

· We’ve been talking about it in my family: 39.3%

· It’s been in the news a lot lately: 26.8%

· Other: 19.6% 
· It’s closely related to my work: 12.5%

· I’m engaged in a community coalition currently: 1.8%

What did you learn at today’s event? 
· What’s happening in my community to address underage drinking: 66.1%

· How I can get involved in underage drinking efforts: 42.9%

· Some effective ways for the issue to be addressed: 39.3%

· What I can do in my family/comm. to help prevent underage drinking: 37.5%

· What the state is doing about this issue: 35.7%

· What the scope of the problem is: 28.6%

· What the federal government is doing about the issue: 14.3%

· Other: 3.6%
What do you think are the most important strategies for addressing this issue?
· Reducing access to alcohol for minors: 71.4%
· Providing school based prevention programs: 60.7%

· Providing community based prevention efforts: 57.1%

· Teaching parents how to talk w/ their kids about staying alcohol free: 55.4%

· Greater enforcement of underage drinking laws: 50%

· Greater enforcement of social host liability laws: 39.3%

· Other: 12.5%

How would you like to be involved in further efforts in your local community?
· I’d like to see more events like this in my community: 60.7%

· Keep me informed on ongoing efforts: 42.9%

· I’d like to join local coalition efforts: 23.2%
· Attend a training to learn what works in preventing underage drinking: 19.6%
· My organization could provide funds to assist in prevention efforts: 8.9%
· Other: 7.1%
· I have some in kind resources to share: 3.6%
How would you rate today’s event:


· Excellent: 42.9%
· Good: 37.5%
· Okay, but just a first step: 14.3%
· A waste of time: 3.6%
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